
ENDOCRINOLOGY

THYROID FUNCTION TEST: TOTAL

TRIIODOTHYRONINE (T3): SERUM
   by CMIA (CHEMILUMINESCENT MICROPARTICLE IMMUNOASSAY)

1.058 ng/mL 0.35 - 1.93

THYROXINE (T4): SERUM
   by CMIA (CHEMILUMINESCENT MICROPARTICLE IMMUNOASSAY)

5.48 µgm/dL 4.87 - 12.60

THYROID STIMULATING HORMONE (TSH): SERUM
   by CMIA (CHEMILUMINESCENT MICROPARTICLE IMMUNOASSAY)

1.392 µIU/mL 0.35 - 5.50

3rd GENERATION, ULTRASENSITIVE

INTERPRETATION:

TSH levels are subject to circadian variation, reaching peak levels between 2-4 a.m and at a minimum between 6-10 pm. The variation is of the order of 50%.Hence time of the
day has influence on the measured serum TSH concentrations .TSH stimulates the production and secretion of the metabolically active hormones, thyroxine (T4)and 
trilodothyronine (T3).Failure at any level of regulation of the hypothalamic-pituitary-thyroid axis will result in either underproduction (hypothyroidism) or
overproduction(hyperthyroidism) of T4 and/or T3.

CLINICAL CONDITION                     T3                       T4                       TSH

Primary Hypothyroidism:                 Reduced                   Reduced Increased (Significantly)

Subclinical Hypothyroidism:        Normal or Low Normal         Normal or Low Normal                       High

Primary Hyperthyroidism:                 Increased                  Increased Reduced (at times undetectable)

Subclinical Hyperthyroidism:        Normal or High Normal         Normal or High Normal                       Reduced

 LIMITATIONS:-
1.  T3 and T4 circulates in reversibly bound form with Thyroid binding globulins (TBG),and to a lesser extent albumin and Thyroid binding Pre Albumin so conditions in which
TBG and protein levels alter such as pregnancy, excess estrogens, androgens, anabolic steroids and glucocorticoids may falsely affect the T3 and T4 levels and may cause
false thyroid values for thyroid function tests.
2.  Normal levels of T4 can also be seen in Hyperthyroid patients with :T3 Thyrotoxicosis, Decreased binding capacity due to hypoproteinemia or ingestion of certain drugs
(eg: phenytoin , salicylates).
3.  Serum T4 levles in neonates and infants are higher than values in the normal adult , due to the increased concentration of TBG in neonate serum. 
4.  TSH may be normal in central hypothyroidism , recent rapid correction of hyperthyroidism or hypothroidism , pregnancy , phenytoin therapy.

TRIIODOTHYRONINE (T3) THYROXINE (T4) THYROID STIMULATING HORMONE (TSH)

Age Refferance  
Range     (ng/mL)

Age Refferance
Range  ( µg/dL)

Age Reference Range
( µIU/mL)

0 - 7  Days 0.20 - 2.65 0 - 7 Days 5.90 – 18.58 0 - 7 Days 2.43 - 24.3

7 Days - 3 Months 0.36 - 2.59 7 Days - 3 Months 6.39 - 17.66 7 Days - 3 Months 0.58 - 11.00

3 - 6 Months 0.51 - 2.52 3 - 6 Months 6.75 – 17.04 3 Days – 6 Months 0.70 - 8.40
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6 - 12 Months 0.74 - 2.40 6 - 12 Months 7.10 – 16.16 6 – 12 Months 0.70 - 7.00

1 - 10 Years 0.92 - 2.28 1 - 10 Years 6.00 - 13.80 1 – 10 Years 0.60 - 5.50

11- 19 Years  0.35 - 1.93 11 - 19 Years 4.87- 13.20 11 – 19 Years 0.50 – 5.50

> 20 years (Adults) 0.35 - 1.93 > 20 Years (Adults) 4.87 - 12.60 > 20 Years (Adults) 0.35– 5.50
RECOMMENDATIONS OF TSH LEVELS DURING PREGNANCY ( µIU/mL)

1st Trimester 0.10 – 2.50
2nd Trimester 0.20 – 3.00
3rd Trimester 0.30 – 4.10

INCREASED TSH LEVELS:
1.Primary or untreated hypothyroidism may vary from 3 times to more than 100 times normal depending upon degree of hypofunction.
2.Hypothyroid patients receiving insufficient thyroid replacement therapy.
3.Hashimotos thyroiditis
4.DRUGS: Amphetamines, idonie containing agents & dopamine antagonist.
5.Neonatal period, increase in 1st 2-3 days of life due to post-natal surge
DECREASED TSH LEVELS:
1.Toxic multi-nodular goitre & Thyroiditis. 
2.Over replacement of thyroid harmone in treatment of hypothyroidism. 
3.Autonomously functioning Thyroid adenoma 
4.Secondary pituatary or hypothalmic hypothyroidism    
5.Acute psychiatric illness   
6.Severe dehydration.
7.DRUGS: Glucocorticoids, Dopamine, Levodopa, T4 replacement therapy, Anti-thyroid drugs for thyrotoxicosis.
8.Pregnancy: 1st and 2nd Trimester
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IMMUNOPATHOLOGY/SEROLOGY

ANTI NUCLEAR ANTIBODY/FACTOR (ANA/ANF)

ANTI NUCLEUR ANTIBODIES (ANA): SERUM
   by ELISA (ENZYME LINKED IMMUNOASSAY)

0.6 INDEX VALUE NEGATIVE: < 1.0
BORDERLINE: 1.0 - 1.20
POSITIVE: > 1.20

INTERPRETATION:-
1.For diagnostic purposes, ANA value should be used as an adjuvant to other clinical and laboratory data available.
2.Measurement of an nuclear an bodies (ANAs) in serum is the most commonly performed screening test for pa ents suspected of having a
systemic rheumatic disease, also referred to as connective tissue disease.
3.ANAs occur in pa ents with a variety of autoimmune diseases, both systemic and organ‐specific. They are par cularly common in the systemic
rheuma c diseases, which include lupus erythematosus (LE), discoid LE, drug‐induced LE, mixed connec ve  ssue disease, Sjogren syndrome,
scleroderma (systemic sclerosis), CREST (calcinosis, Raynaud's phenomenon, esophageal dysmo lity, sclerodactyly, telangiectasia) syndrome,
polymyositis/dermatomyositis, and rheumatoid arthritis.
NOTE:
1.The diagnosis of a systemic rheumatic disease is based primarily on the presence of compatible clinical signs and symptoms. 
The results of tests for autoantibodies including ANA and specific autoantibodies are ancillary. Additional diagnostic criteria include consistent
histopathology or specific radiographic findings. Although individual systemic rheumatic diseases are relatively uncommon, a great many
patients present with clinical findings that are compatible with a systemic rheumatic disease ANA screening may be useful for ruling out the
disease.
2.Secondary, disease specific auto antibodies maybe ordered for patients who are screen positive as ancillary aids for the diagnosis of specific
auto-immune disorders.
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C-REACTIVE PROTEIN (CRP)

C-REACTIVE PROTEIN (CRP) QUANTITATIVE:
SERUM
   by NEPHLOMETRY

0.67 mg/L 0.0 - 6.0

INTERPRETATION:
1. C-reactive protein (CRP) is one of the most sensitive acute-phase reactants for inflammation.
2. CRP levels can increase dramatically (100-fold or more) after severe trauma, bacterial infection, inflammation, surgery, or neoplastic
proliferation.
3. CRP levels (Quantitative) has been used to assess activity of inflammatory disease, to detect infections after surgery, to detect transplant
rejection, and to monitor these inflammatory processes.
4. As compared to ESR, CRP shows an earlier rise in inflammatory disorders which begins in 4-6 hrs, the intensity of the rise being higher than ESR
and the recovery being earlier than ESR. Unlike ESR, CRP levels are not influenced by hematologic conditions like Anemia, Polycythemia etc.,
5. Elevated values are consistent with an acute inflammatory process.
NOTE:
1. Elevated C-reactive protein (CRP) values are nonspecific and should not be interpreted without a complete clinical history.
2. Oral contraceptives may increase CRP levels.
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RHEUMATOID FACTOR (RA): QUANTITATIVE - SERUM

RHEUMATOID (RA) FACTOR QUANTITATIVE:
SERUM
   by NEPHLOMETRY

0.69 IU/mL NEGATIVE: < 18.0
BORDERLINE: 18.0 - 25.0
POSITIVE: > 25.0

INTERPRETATION:-
RHEUMATOID FACTOR (RA):
1. Rheumatoid factors (RF) are antibodies that are directed against the Fc fragment of IgG altered in its tertiary structure. 
2. Over 75% of patients with rheumatoid arthritis (RA) have an IgM antibody to IgG immunoglobulin. This autoantibody (RF) is diagnostically
useful although it may not be etiologically related to RA.
3. Inflammatory Markers such as ESR & C-Reactive protein (CRP) are normal in about 60 % of patients with positive RA.
4. The titer of RF correlates poorly with disease activity, but those patients with high titers tend to have more severe disease course.
5. The test is useful for diagnosis and prognosis of rheumatoid arthritis.
RHEUMATOID ARTHIRITIS:
1. Rheumatoid Arthiritis is a systemic autoimmune disease that is multi-functional in origin and is characterized by chronic inflammation of the
membrane lining (synovium) joints which ledas to progressive joint destruction and in most cases to disability and reduction of quality life.
2. The disease spredas from small to large joints, with greatest damage in early phase.
3. The diagnosis of RA is primarily based on clinical, radiological & immunological features.The most frequent serological test is the
measurement of RA factor.
CAUTION (FALSE POSTIVE):-
1. RA factor is not specific for Rheumatoid arthiritis, as it is often present in healthy individuals with other autoimmune diseases and chronic infections.
2. Non rheumatoid and rheumatoid arthritis (RA) populations are not clearly separate with regard to the presence of rheumatoid factor (RF) (15% of
RA patients have a nonreactive titer and 8% of nonrheumatoid patients have a positive titer).
3. Patients with various nonrheumatoid diseases,characterized by chronic inflammation may have positive tests for RF. These diseases include systemic
lupus erythematosus, polymyositis, tuberculosis, syphilis, viral hepatitis, infectious mononucleosis, and influenza.
4. Anti-CCP have been discovered in joints of patients with RA, but not in other form of joint disease.Anti-CCP2 is HIGHLY SENSITIVE (71%) & more
specific (98%) than RA factor.
5. Upto 30 % of patients with Seronegative Rheumatoid arthiritis also show Anti-CCP antibodies.
6. The positive predictive value of Anti-CCP antibodies for Rheumatoid Arthiritis is far greater than Rheumatoid factor.
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*** End Of Report ***
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