
CLINICAL CHEMISTRY/BIOCHEMISTRY

CALCIUM

CALCIUM: SERUM
   by ARSENAZO III, SPECTROPHOTOMETRY

8.26L mg/dL 8.50 - 10.60

INTERPRETATION:-
1.Serum calcium (total) estimation is used for the diagnosis and monitoring of a wide range of disorders including diseases of bone, kidney,
parathyroid gland, or gastrointestinal tract.
2. Calcium levels may also reflect abnormal vitamin D or protein levels.
3.The calcium content of an adult is somewhat over 1 kg (about 2% of the body weight).Of this, 99% is present as calcium hydroxyapatite in bones
and <1% is present in the extra-osseous intracellular space or extracellular space (ECS).
4. In serum, calcium is bound to a considerable extent to proteins (approximately 40%), 10% is in the form of inorganic complexes, and 50% is
present as free or ionized calcium.
NOTE:-Calcium ions affect the contractility of the heart and the skeletal musculature, and are essential for the function of the nervous system. In
addition, calcium ions play an important role in blood clotting and bone mineralization.

HYPOCALCEMIA (LOW CALCIUM LEVELS) CAUSES :-
1.Due to the absence or impaired function of the parathyroid glands or impaired vitamin-D synthesis. 
2. Chronic renal failure is also frequently associated with hypocalcemia due to decreased vitamin-D synthesis as well as hyperphosphatemia
and skeletal resistance to the action of parathyroid hormone (PTH).
3.NOTE:- A characteristic symptom of hypocalcemia is latent or manifest tetany and osteomalacia.

HYPERCALCEMIA (INCREASE CALCIUM LEVELS) CAUSES:-
1.Increased mobilization of calcium from the skeletal system or increased intestinal absorption. 
2.Primary hyperparathyroidism (pHPT) 
3.Bone metastasis of carcinoma of the breast, prostate, thyroid gland, or lung.
NOTE:-Severe hypercalcemia may result in cardiac arrhythmia.
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PHOSPHOROUS

PHOSPHOROUS: SERUM
   by PHOSPHOMOLYBDATE, SPECTROPHOTOMETRY

3.1 mg/dL 2.5 - 4.5

INTERPREATION:-
1.Eighty-eight percent of the phosphorus contained in the body is localized in bone in the form of hydroxyapatite. The remainder is involved in
intermediary carbohydrate metabolism and in physiologically important substances such as phospholipids, nucleic acids, and adenosine
triphosphate (ATP). 
2.Phosphorus occurs in blood in the form of inorganic phosphate and organically bound phosphoric acid. The small amount of extracellular
organic phosphorus is found exclusively in the form of phospholipids. 
3.Serum phosphate concentrations are dependent on meals and variation in the secretion of hormones such as parathyroid hormone (PTH) and
may vary widely.

DECREASED (HYPOPHOSPHATEMIA):-  
1.Shift of phosphate from extracellular to intracellular.
2.Renal phosphate wasting.
3.Loss from the gastrointestinal tract.
4.Loss from intracellular stores.

INCREASED (HYPERPHOPHATEMIA):-
1.Inability of the kidneys to excrete phosphate. 
2.Increased intake or a shift of phosphate from the tissues into the extracellular fluid.

SIGNIFICANCE:-
1.Phosphate levels may be used in the diagnosis and management of a variety of disorders including bone, parathyroid and renal disease.
2.Hypophosphatemia is relatively common in hospitalized patients. Levels less than 1.5 mg/dL may result in muscle weakness, hemolysis of red
cells, coma, and bone deformity and impaired bone growth.
3.The most acute problem associated with rapid elevations of serum phosphate levels is hypocalcemia with tetany, seizures, and hypotension.
Soft tissue calcification is also an important long-term effect of high phosphorus levels.
4.Phosphorus levels less than 1.0 mg/dL are potentially life-threatening and are considered a critical value.

NOTE: Phosphorus has a very strong biphasic circadian rhythm. Values are lowest in the morning, peak first in the late afternoon and peak again
in the late evening. The second peak is quite elevated and results may be outside the reference range
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*** End Of Report ***
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