
CLINICAL CHEMISTRY/BIOCHEMISTRY

HOMOCYSTEINE

HOMOCYSTEINE: SERUM
   by SPECTROPHOTOMETRY

11.9 µmol/L 3.0 - 18.0

INTERPRETATION:
1.Homocysteine is a sulphur containing amino acid. There is an association between elevated levels of circulating homocysteine and various
vascular and cardiovascular disorders
2.Serum Homocystein level aid in screening patients suspected of having an inherited disorder of methionine metabolism including genetic
defects in vitamin cofactors (vitamin B6, B12, and folate). 
3.Nutritional deficiency of B12 and folate also lead to abnormal homocysteine accumulation. 
4.Homocysteine concentration is an indicator of acquired folate or cobalamin deficiency, and is a contributing factor in the pathogenesis of
neural tube defects. 
5.Homocystenemia was previously thought to be an independent risk factor for coronary artery disease but current understanding suggests that
the use of homocysteine for assessment of cardiovascular risk is uncertain and controversial. Based on several meta-analyses, at present,
homocysteine may be regarded as a weak risk factor for coronary heart disease, and there is a lack of direct causal relationship between
hyperhomocysteinemia and cardiovascular disease. It is most likely an indicator of poor lifestyle and diet.
6.Specially useful in young CVD patients (< 40 yrs)  In known cases of CVD, high homocysteine levels should be used as a prognostic marker for
CVD events and mortality  CVD patients with homocysteine levels > 15 umol/L belong to a high risk group  Increased homocysteine levels with low
vitamin concentrations should be handled as a potential vitamin deficiency case.
7.This test should be used in conjunction with plasma amino acids and urine organic acids to aid in the biochemical screening for primary and
secondary disorders of methionine metabolism.
8.Note:-Homocysteine concentrations >13 mcmol/L are considered abnormal in patients evaluated for suspected nutritional deficiencies (B12,
folate) and inborn errors of metabolism. Measurement of methylmalonic acid (MMA) distinguishes between B12 (cobalamin) and folate
deficiencies, as MMA is only elevated in B12 deficiency. Response to dietary treatment can be evaluated by monitoring serum homocysteine
concentrations over time.
9.Homocysteine concentrations < or =10 mcmol/L are desirable when utilized for cardiovascular risk.
10.Other factors that may influence and increase serum homocysteine include: Age, Smoking, Poor diet, Chronic renal,disease,Hypothyroidism

NOTE:
1.Medications that may increase homocysteine concentrations include: Methotrexate, Azuridine, Nitrous Oxide, Phenytoin, Carbamazepine, Oral
Contraceptives
2.A fasting specimen is recommended; however, nonfasting homocysteine concentrations produce slightly higher, but likely clinically
insignificant changes.
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ENDOCRINOLOGY

THYROID STIMULATING HORMONE (TSH)

THYROID STIMULATING HORMONE (TSH): SERUM
   by CMIA (CHEMILUMINESCENT MICROPARTICLE IMMUNOASSAY)

3.25 µIU/mL 0.35 - 5.50

3rd GENERATION, ULTRASENSITIVE

INTERPRETATION:

AGE REFFERENCE RANGE (µIU/mL)
0 – 5 DAYS 0.70 – 15.20

6 Days – 2 Months 0.70 – 11.00
3 – 11 Months 0.70 – 8.40
1 – 5 Years 0.70 – 7.00
6 – 10 Years 0.60 – 5.50

11 - 15 0.50 – 5.50
> 20 Years (Adults) 0.27 – 5.50

 PREGNANCY
1st Trimester 0.10 - 3.00
2nd Trimester 0.20 - 3.00
3rd Trimester 0.30 - 4.10

NOTE:-TSH levels are subjected to circardian variation, reaching peak levels between 2-4 a.m and at a minimum between 6-10 pm. The variation is
of the order of 50 %. Hence time of the day has influence on the measured serum TSH concentration.
USE:- TSH controls biosynthesis and release of thyroid harmones T4 & T3. It is a sensitive measure of thyroid function, especially useful in early
or subclinical hypothyroidism, before the patient develops any clinical findings or goitre or any other thyroid function abnormality. 
INCREASED LEVELS:
1.Primary or untreated hypothyroidism, may vary from 3 times to more than 100 times normal depending on degree of hypofunction.
2.Hypothyroid patients receiving insufficient thyroid replacement therapy.
3.Hashimotos thyroiditis. 
4.DRUGS: Amphetamines, Iodine containing agents and dopamine antagonist.
5.Neonatal period, increase in 1st 2-3 days of life due to post-natal surge.
DECREASED LEVELS:
1.Toxic multi-nodular goitre & Thyroiditis. 
2.Over replacement of thyroid harmone in treatment of hypothyroidism. 
3.Autonomously functioning Thyroid adenoma 
4.Secondary pituatary or hypothalmic hypothyroidism 
5.Acute psychiatric illness 
6.Severe dehydration. 
7.DRUGS: Glucocorticoids, Dopamine, Levodopa, T4 replacement therapy, Anti-thyroid drugs for thyrotoxicosis. 
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8.Pregnancy: 1st and 2nd Trimester
LIMITATIONS: 
1.TSH may be normal in central hypothyroidism, recent rapid correction of hyperthyroidism or hypothyroidism, pregnancy, phenytoin therapy.
2.Autoimmune disorders may produce spurious results.
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ANTI MULLERIAN HORMONE (AMH) GEN II

ANTI MULLERIAN HORMONE (AMH) GEN II: SERUM
   by ECLIA (ELECTROCHEMILUMINESCENCE IMMUNOASSAY)

2.816 ng/mL 0.05 - 11.00

INTERPRETATION:-

 A Correlation of FERTILITY POTENTIAL and AMH levels are :

                 OVARIAN FERTILITY POTENTIAL
 

                          AMH VALUES IN (ng/mL)

OPTIMAL FERTILITY: 4.00 – 6.80  ng/mL
SATISFACTORY FERTILITY: 2.20 – 4.00 ng/mL

LOW FERTILITY: 0.30 – 2.20 ng/mL
VERY LOW/UNDETECTABLE: 0.00 – 0.30 ng/mL

HIGH LEVEL: >6.8  ng/mL (PCOD/GRANULOSA CELL TUMOUR)
Anti Mullerian Hormone (AMH) is also known as Mullerian Inhibiting Substance provided by sertoli cells of the testis in males and by  ovarian
granulose cells in females upto antral stage in females.

IN MALES:
1.It is used to evaluate testicular presence and function in infants with intersex conditions or ambiguous genitalia, and to distinguish between
cryptorchidism and anorchia in males

IN FEMALES:
1.During reproductive age, follicular AMH productionbegins during the primary stage, peaks in preantral stage & has influence on  follicular
sensitivity to FSH which is impoetant in selection for follicular dominance. AMH levels thus represents the pool or number of primordial follicles
but not thequality of oocytes.AMH does not vary significantly during menstrual cycle & hence can be measured independently of day of cycle.
2.Polycystic ovarian syndrome can elevate AMH 2 to 5 fold higher than age specific reference range & predict anovulatory, irregular cycles,
ovarian tumours like Granulosa cell tumour are often associated with higher AMH levels.
3.Obese women are often associated with diminished ovarian reserve and can have 65% lower mean AMH levels than non-obese women.
4.In females , AMH levels do not change significantly throughout the menstrual cycle and decrease with age.
5.Assess Ovarian Reserve - correlates with the number of antral follicies in the ovaries.
6.Evaluate fertility potential and ovarian response in IVF- Women with low AMG levels are more likely to the poor ovarian responders.
7.Assess the condition of Polycystic Ovary and premature ovarian failure.

A combination of Age, Ultrasound markers-Ovarian Volume and Antral Follicle Count, AMH and FSH levels are useful for optimal assessment of
ovarian reserve. Studies in various fertility clinics are ongoing to establish optimal AMH concentretaion for predicting response to invitro
fertilization, however,given below is suggested interpretative reference.

AMH levels (ng/mL) Suggested patient Anticipated Antral Anticipated FSH levels Anticipated Response
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Categorization for
fertility based on AMH
for age group (20 to 45

yrs)

Follicle counts (day 3) to IVF/COH cycle

Below 0.3 Very low Below 4 Above 20 Negligible/Poor
0.3 to 2.19 Low 4 - 10 Usually 16 - 20 Reduced
2.19 t0 4.00 Satisfactory 11 - 25 Within reference range

or between 11 - 15
Safe/Normal

Above 4.00 Optimal Upto 30 and Above Within reference range
or between 11 – 15 or

Above 15

Possibly Excessive

INCREASED:
1.Polycystic ovarian syndrome (most common)
2. Ovarian Tumour: Granulosa cell tumour

DECREASED:
1.Anorchia , Abnormal or absence of testis in males
2.Pseudohermaphroditism
3.Post Menopause

NOTE:
1.AMH measurement alone is seldom suffcient for diagnosis and results should be interpreted in the light of clinical finding and other relevant
test such as ovarian ultrasonography(In fertility applications); abdominal or testicular ultrasound(intersex or testicular function applications);
measurement of sex steroids (estradiol,Progesterone,Testosterone),FSH, Inhibin B (For fertility), and Inhibin A and B (for tumour work up).
2.Conversion of AMH grom ng/mL to pmol/L can be performed by using equation 1 ng/mL = 7.14 pmol/L
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IMMUNOPATHOLOGY/SEROLOGY

ANTI NUCLEAR ANTIBODY/FACTOR (ANA/ANF)

ANTI NUCLEUR ANTIBODIES (ANA): SERUM
   by ELISA (ENZYME LINKED IMMUNOASSAY)

0.58 INDEX VALUE NEGATIVE: < 1.0
BORDERLINE: 1.0 - 1.20
POSITIVE: > 1.20

INTERPRETATION:-
1.For diagnostic purposes, ANA value should be used as an adjuvant to other clinical and laboratory data available.
2.Measurement of an nuclear an bodies (ANAs) in serum is the most commonly performed screening test for pa ents suspected of having a
systemic rheumatic disease, also referred to as connective tissue disease.
3.ANAs occur in pa ents with a variety of autoimmune diseases, both systemic and organ‐specific. They are par cularly common in the systemic
rheuma c diseases, which include lupus erythematosus (LE), discoid LE, drug‐induced LE, mixed connec ve  ssue disease, Sjogren syndrome,
scleroderma (systemic sclerosis), CREST (calcinosis, Raynaud's phenomenon, esophageal dysmo lity, sclerodactyly, telangiectasia) syndrome,
polymyositis/dermatomyositis, and rheumatoid arthritis.
NOTE:
1.The diagnosis of a systemic rheumatic disease is based primarily on the presence of compatible clinical signs and symptoms. 
The results of tests for autoantibodies including ANA and specific autoantibodies are ancillary. Additional diagnostic criteria include consistent
histopathology or specific radiographic findings. Although individual systemic rheumatic diseases are relatively uncommon, a great many
patients present with clinical findings that are compatible with a systemic rheumatic disease ANA screening may be useful for ruling out the
disease.
2.Secondary, disease specific auto antibodies maybe ordered for patients who are screen positive as ancillary aids for the diagnosis of specific
auto-immune disorders.
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*** End Of Report ***
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