
CLINICAL CHEMISTRY/BIOCHEMISTRY

CALCIUM

CALCIUM: SERUM
   by ARSENAZO III, SPECTROPHOTOMETRY

9.65 mg/dL 8.50 - 10.60

INTERPRETATION:-
1.Serum calcium (total) estimation is used for the diagnosis and monitoring of a wide range of disorders including diseases of bone, kidney,
parathyroid gland, or gastrointestinal tract.
2. Calcium levels may also reflect abnormal vitamin D or protein levels.
3.The calcium content of an adult is somewhat over 1 kg (about 2% of the body weight).Of this, 99% is present as calcium hydroxyapatite in bones
and <1% is present in the extra-osseous intracellular space or extracellular space (ECS).
4. In serum, calcium is bound to a considerable extent to proteins (approximately 40%), 10% is in the form of inorganic complexes, and 50% is
present as free or ionized calcium.
NOTE:-Calcium ions affect the contractility of the heart and the skeletal musculature, and are essential for the function of the nervous system. In
addition, calcium ions play an important role in blood clotting and bone mineralization.

HYPOCALCEMIA (LOW CALCIUM LEVELS) CAUSES :-
1.Due to the absence or impaired function of the parathyroid glands or impaired vitamin-D synthesis. 
2. Chronic renal failure is also frequently associated with hypocalcemia due to decreased vitamin-D synthesis as well as hyperphosphatemia
and skeletal resistance to the action of parathyroid hormone (PTH).
3.NOTE:- A characteristic symptom of hypocalcemia is latent or manifest tetany and osteomalacia.

HYPERCALCEMIA (INCREASE CALCIUM LEVELS) CAUSES:-
1.Increased mobilization of calcium from the skeletal system or increased intestinal absorption. 
2.Primary hyperparathyroidism (pHPT) 
3.Bone metastasis of carcinoma of the breast, prostate, thyroid gland, or lung.
NOTE:-Severe hypercalcemia may result in cardiac arrhythmia.
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ENDOCRINOLOGY

INTACT PARATHYROID HORMONE (PTH)

INTACT PARATHROID HORMONE (PTH): SERUM
   by CLIA (CHEMILUMINESCENCE IMMUNOASSAY)

140.3H pg/mL 9.5 - 75.0

Intrepretation:-
Parathyroid hormone (PTH) is produced and secreted by the parathyroid glands, which are located along the posterior aspect of the thyroid gland.
The serum calcium level regulates PTH secretion via negative feedback through the parathyroid calcium sensing receptor (CASR). Decreased calcium
levels stimulate PTH release. Secreted PTH interacts with its specific type II G-protein receptor, causing rapid increases in renal tubular reabsorption
of calcium and decreased phosphorus reabsorption. It also participates in long-term calciostatic functions by enhancing mobilization of calcium from
bone and increasing renal synthesis of 1,25-dihydroxy vitamin D, which, in turn, increases intestinal calcium absorption. 
The assay is useful for:

·         Differential diagnosis of hypercalcemia

·         Diagnosis of primary, secondary, and tertiary hyperparathyroidism

·         Diagnosis of hypoparathyroidism

·         Monitoring end-stage renal failure patients for possible renal osteodystrophy
Interpretation of results: 

·         An (appropriately) low PTH level and high phosphorus level in a hypercalcemic patient suggests that the hypercalcemia is not caused by
PTH or PTH-like substances.

·         An (appropriately) low PTH level with a low phosphorus level in a hypercalcemic patient suggests the diagnosis of paraneoplastic
hypercalcemia. 

·         A low or normal PTH in a patient with hypocalcemia suggests hypoparathyroidism.
Low serum calcium and high PTH levels in a patient with normal renal function suggest resistance to PTH action (pseudohypoparathyroidism
type 1a, 1b, 1c, or 2) or, very rarely, bio-ineffective PTH.
Elevated PTH value with a normal serum calcium in many cases in India is due to secondary hyperparathyroidism, primary cause being
Vitamin D deficiency.
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*** End Of Report ***
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