
IMMUNOPATHOLOGY/SEROLOGY

HEPATITIS C VIRUS (HCV) ANTIBODIES SCREENING

HEPATITIS C ANTIBODY (HCV) TOTAL
RESULT
   by IMMUNOCHROMATOGRAPHY

NON - REACTIVE

INTERPRETATION:                                                                                                                                                                             
1.Anti HCV total antibody assay identifies presence IgG antibodies in the serum . It is a useful screening test with a specificity of nearly 99%.
2.It becomes positive approximately 24 weeks after exposure. The test can not isolate an active ongoing HCV infection from an old infection that
has been cleared. All positive results must be confirmed for active disease by an HCV PCR test .
FALSE NEGATIVE RESULTS SEEN IN:
1.Window period 
2.Immunocompromised states.
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HEPATITIS B SURFACE ANTIGEN (HBsAg) SCREENING

HEPATITIS B SURFACE ANTIGEN (HBsAg)
RESULT
   by IMMUNOCHROMATOGRAPHY

NON REACTIVE

INTERPRETATION:-
1.HBsAG is the first serological marker of HBV infection to appear in the blood (approximately 30-60 days after infection and prior to the onset of
clinical disease). It is also the last viral protein to disappear from blood and usually disappears by three months after infection in self limiting
acute Hepatitis B viral infection. 
2.Persistence of HBsAg in blood for more than six months implies chronic infection. It is the most common marker used for diagnosis of an acute
Hepatitis B infection but has very limited role in assessing patients suffering from chronic hepatitis. 
FALSE NEGATIVE RESULT SEEN IN:
1.Window period.
2.Infection with HBsAg mutant strains
3.Hepatitis B Surface antigen (HBsAg) is the earliest indicator of HBV infection. Usually it appears in 27 - 41 days (as early as 14 days).
4.Appears 7 - 26 days before biochemical abnormalities. Peaks as ALT rises. Persists during the acute illness. Usually disappears 12- 20 weeks
after the onset of symptoms / laboratory abnormalities in 90% of cases.
5.Is the most reliable serologic marker of HBV infection. Persistence > 6 months defines carrier state. May also be found in chronic
infection.Hepatitis B vaccination does not cause a positive HBsAg. Titers are not of clinical value.
NOTE:-
1.All reactive HBsAG Should be reconfirmed with neutralization test(HBsAg confirmatory test).
2.Anti - HAV IgM appears at the same time as symptoms in > 99% of cases, peaks within the first month, becomes nondetectable in 12 months
(usually 6 months). Presence confirms diagnosis of recent acute infection.
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WIDAL SLIDE AGGLUTINATION TEST

SALMONELLA TYPHI O
   by SLIDE AGGLUTINATION

NIL TITRE 1 : 80

SALMONELLA TYPHI H
   by SLIDE AGGLUTINATION

NIL TITRE 1 : 160

SALMONELLA PARATYPHI AH
   by SLIDE AGGLUTINATION

NIL TITRE 1 : 160

SALMONELLA PARATYPHI BH
   by SLIDE AGGLUTINATION

NIL TITRE 1 : 160

INTERPRETATION:
1.Titres of 1:80 or more for "O" agglutinin is considered significant.
2.Titres of 1:160 or more for "H" agglutinin is considered significant.
LIMITATIONS:
1.Agglutinins usually appear by 5th to 6th day of illness of enteric fever, hence a negative result in early stage is inconclusive.The titre then rises
till 3rd or 4th week, after which it declines gradually.
2.Lower titres may be found in normal individuals.
3.A single positive result has less significance than the rising agglutination titre, since demonstration of rising titre four or more in 1st and 3rd
week is considered as a definite evidence of infection. 
4.A simultaneous rise in H agglutinins is suggestive of paratyphoid infection.
NOTE:
1.Individuals with prior infection or immunization with TAB vaccine may develop an ANAMNESTIC RESPONSE (False-Positive) during an unrelated fever
i.e High titres of antibodies to various antigens.This may be differentiated by repitition of the test after a week.
2.The anamnestic response shows only a transient rise, while in enteric fever rise is sustained.
3.H agglutinins tend to persist for many months after vaccination but O agglutinins tend to disappear sooner i.e within 6 months.Therefore rise in
Oagglutinins indicate recent infection.
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